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July meeting presentations 
Understanding our natural world - Club members 


Instead of the usual format of having one invited speaker address our 
monthly meeting, for the July meeting club members were asked to 
talk briefly (a few sentences) about an event, idea or fact that gave 
them a new understanding about an aspect of the natural world. Ten 
club members. volunteered on this occasion and their interesting and 
inspiring accounts are summarised below. We hope to hear many 
other nature-inspired stories from members soon. 


What lies beneath - in Ballarat's Basalt Rocks? 


To start the ball rolling Steve Sor- 
rell related an ‘aha moment’ that 
occurred when shown a mineral 
2] specimen under magnification. 


Although he had seen various min- 
erals earlier, these magnified imag- 
sna] CS gave Steve a new level of won- 
der and curiosity that led him to 
become a ‘mineral buff forev- 
Photo:Basalt rocks, Sebastopol ~~ et. We were shown a list of 10 

minerals that Steve recently 
identified in the basalt rocks unearthed in works at new housing de- 
velopments in Alfredton and Sebas- 
topol. 


Also close-up slides of some beauti- 
ful specimens of each, including-a 
‘Sebastopol Opal’ from Steve’s col- 
lection. We also heard about some 
of the tools Steve uses to ‘break out’ 
mineral specimens from Ballarat’s 
hard basalt rocks. Photo:Hyalite Opal 
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Learning to Read the Landscape 


Peter Muller described an encounter he was fortunate to have had 
early in life with a geomorphologist Neville Rosengren, who ex- 
plained to him in the field, how geology and geomorphology and 
landscape are so closely related. This has stayed with Peter always — 
so when he is interpreting a new landscape he always tries to under- 
stand the geology and geomorphology first. 


Peter’s ‘Conversion’ 


Peter Noble started with some photos of the amazing house that he 
and Emily are building with their own hands on a 40 acre bush block 
near Enfield State Forest, using milky quartz mine tailings as their 
main building material. 


They feel fortunate to have a large dam and lovely bush and wildlife 
surrounding the site. Peter then confessed that he had always 
thought he was a good observer of nature — until spending much of 
his time on their block with 
Emily — who had opened his 

eyes to the plants, birds and ; * 

animals in a completely differ- 
ent way. He showed us a se- 
pia photo of a Spider Orchid | - 
leaf, which represented the 
vague, rather colourless way in| 
which he had seen nature be- 
fore. Then we were shown 
another image of the same leaf, 
this time in crystal clarity and 
full colour — that represents his 
awakened view of nature after 
sharing life with Emily over the last year in the bush. Peter observed 

that different people tend to have different foci in nature — plants, 

birds, fungi, ants, trees, etc., and we often trample over many beauti- “i 
ful organisms while searching for plant or animal of special interest ] 
to us. ma 


Photo: Noble’s house design 


Video of Bird Behaviour — a New Special Interest - 


Ken Hammond has been a member of Bird Observer’s Clubs and 
our Field Naturalists’ Club since the 1970s and still enjoys the usual 
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twitcher’s habit of seeking and photographing bird species wherever 
he goes. However, over the past 5 years Ken has become especially 
interested in ‘bird behaviour’. He does not own a fancy camera but 
enjoys recording instances of bird behaviour, on short video clips, 
whenever he sees interesting ac- 

tivity. He showed us a video clip| 
of playful and amusing wrestling 
behaviour of a pair of Little Co- 
rellas amidst a feeding flock near| ¢ 
the Murray River in South Aus-| 
tralia. Another example was aj — 
video of Torresian Crows inter-| 
acting with Sulphur-crested Cock- 
atoos on a Airlie Beach in| 


Queensland, apparently defending Photo: as also vat Tomes 


territorial boundaries. There are .ome main anatomical features 
always new ways of deepening 
and enriching our experiences with nature. 


Ants Under the Microscope 


Bill Elder gave us a brief lesson on ant morphology — particularly 
the parts of their anatomy used in the identification of different fami- 
lies, genera and species. The large variation in ant anatomy (let 
alone behaviour) make it relatively easy to identify some ants - by 
using fairly simple methods, a good text and a hand lens. “You may 
get a few bites’»but it’s well worth the effort’. Bill showed us a 
number of slides of close up views of ants to illustrate the amazing 
variations in their mandibles, eyes, antennae, thorax, abdomen and 
even their ‘petiole’. Different types of spikes, spines and hairs and 
their special shapes add to the interest. This was a real inspiration for 
us all to make an effort to ‘get up close’ to the next ant we encounter. 


Thrills on a Bushwalk on Mornington Peninsula 

Margaret Rich gave us a graphic description of a surprise encounter with a 
Powerful Owl at close quarters — that will always remain a thrilling 
memory. On the second evening of a (100 km) hike from Sorrento to 
Dromana, then Cape Schanck and ending back at Sorrento, the exhausted 
group was slogging through Mornington National Park towards their ‘beds’ 
for the night at Cape Schanck. Their progress was suddenly interrupted by 
a loud crashing that made one walker duck for cover as she thought some- 


thing was falling. It was all so quick, the noise, the wide wingspan and the _ 
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sight of pale flecked wings just 
metres from where we stood and 
only a little above head height. Aa 
Powerful Owl, carrying prey in its 

¥ 
claws, launched itself into the air A: 
and flew to a tree about 20 metres 
away, where it sat and watched us. 
I fumbled in my pack for my cam- = 
era. Luckily, as it was an owl it did 
not fly away and gave me time to 
take a quick photo with trembling \ _ 
arms, The rejuvenating effect of 
this encounter on the tired hikers 
was extraordinary! 


Photo: Can you find the owl? 


The Baobab — an Africa-Australia Link 


John Petheram explained that the Baobab is special to him, as it 
was a main feature of vegetation in his youth in Africa, and also in 
The Kimberley where he first worked in Australia. 


Eight species of the genus Bao- 
| bab (Adansonia) are found on the 
island of Madagascar, one spe- 
cies in Africa (4. digitata) and 
only one in Australia (4. grego- 
rii). The African species covers a 
wide belt from east to west 
across Africa, while the Australi- 
‘an species is found only in a 
2, small part of the north-west. The 
tree provided a lesson for John on 
the way our knowledge of nature 
continually changes over time, 
and \ is never certain. Baobabs 
were once thought to have come 
to Australia by means of conti- 


Photo:Adansonia gregorii inthe dry nental drift but we know now 
winter, NW Australia this is not the case. 


Some believe (from evidence in 
Bradshaw cave paintings) that 
the seeds were carried from 
Africa in large canoes about 
60,000 years ago by people| — 
who valued Baobabs for their jee 
many uses and for preventing 
disease on long sea journeys. 


Photo: Adansoina digitata in wet 
sum mer Zimbabwe 


Ballarat Field Naturalist Club 

Wayne McGuire showed a series of photographs from his collection taken 

on field outings with our Club over the time he has been a member. Wayne 
explained that the Field Naturalists had been a great inspiration to him anda 
way to learn about many aspects of nature. Notably, Wayne showed only a 

few of the excellent shots that we know he has of birds, his major interest in 
nature. Perhaps we have another ‘converted’ general naturalist in our midst » 


Early Inspiration in Nature Study — from Mr Natureman’ 


Genny Binns told us she had grown up at Merbin in Northern Victo- 
ria and then studied teaching in Ballarat, where she was inspired by 
an amazing naturalist - Mr Alan Sonee (of Creswick). 


Alan inspired hundred of student teachers as a lecturer at Ballarat 
Teachers College and was also famous as ‘Mr Natureman’ on pro- 
grams on radio and later television. 


Genny went back to work at her old school at Merbin as a student 
teacher, and later taught at Beulah and other places in the Mildura 
Region. 

Genny mentioned (after her talk) that she first met her husband, Greg 
in Mildura and that she and Greg once had the honour of showing 
Alan Sonee some of the Mildura bush when he visited the area. 


She said she began to see nature in a different way after meeting 
Alan, and she hopes that his name and work will always be remem- 
bered. 
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Wotzat? / Wossat? 
A poem, written by Peter Noble. 
read by Emily Noble the July meeting presentation, 
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Field Nat’s.... keenly observing the gran 
Exploring the wonder..... hey, there’s a track in the sand. 


We arrive and we park, some quietly talk, 
Planning the route.... Did you hear that squawk? 


We assemble, we gather, and we fill in the log, 
Recording attendance.... Did you hear that frog? 


Journeying outward, we look and we wander, 
We take it all in, only time do we squander. 


We scour, we peek, we watch, wait and see 
We look and we scan.... Do you know that tree? 


We walk and we talk, we wander the tracks 
Enjoying the bush.... Hey, I found some scats! 


We peer and we squint, we consider ...what bliss 
We ponder and wonder, what species is this? 


We withdraw from the throng, the hustle and bustle 
To enjoy tranquil searchings..... Did you hear that rustle? 


ee 


We search and we seek, rarely stopping for rest 
The field nat endures.... Who lives in that nest? 


We embark in a line, someone to follow 
Looking down, looking up....was that a face in that hollow? 


Sometimes we stoop to crawl or to creep 
To approach the unlikely....can you hear that cheep? 


Parting branches and limbs, enhancing the peeping, 


ey get 5 - tee | be 


We look out ‘cross the.... Yes, that’s the cheeping! 


We learn and we search, grasping the plot 
But all this is happening, whether we’re out there or not. 
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July Excursion: Wild-flowering orchids, Dereel 
Leader: Emily Noble 


The group of 17 members and visitors gathered at Dereel Hall on a 
fine Sunday morning. 


We headed for the bush in Swanson 
Road. to shelter from the cold wind. The 
sandy soil supported a woodland of Man- 
na Gum Eucalyptus viminalis with a 
healthy understory. 


The first orchid flower we saw was Striat- 
ed Greenhood Pterostylis striata which 
has dark green and white-striped flowers. 
Small Mosquito-orchid Acianthus pusillus 
growing nearby had nearly finished flow- 
ering. 

Emily was able to show us many orchid 
leaves and identify them using character- 
istics such as size, colour, shape and hair- 
iness. Large patches of Nodding Green- 
hood Prerostylis nutans leaves with many 
large flowers were seen among the Brack- 
en. 


Photo: Striated Greenhood 


Other plants flowering in this area were Common Beard-heath Leu- 
copogon virgatus and Common Heath Epacris impressa. 


We enjoyed lunch in a sunny, sheltered 
clearing in bushland off Bliss Road. 
There we were surrounded by Manna 
Gum with Swamp Gum. 


The first flowering orchid seen after 
lunch was Veined Helmet-orchid Cory- 
bas diemenicus. The small plants were 
growing on a bed of moss. One of the 
rarer orchid leaves was the lone, large 
@ (50 mm), fleshy leaf of Red-beaks Pyror- 
W) chis nigricans. The distinctive paired 
leaves of bird-orchids were identified. 


Photo: Mosquito Orchid 


seememm At the base of a Black Wattle was 
___acolony of Trim Greenhood Prer- 
fae “ostylis concinna standing 10 cm 
tall. Tall greenhoods were send- 
ing up flower spikes with leaves 
‘om along the stem. 


| The final stop was along Misery 
5 F Creek Road, Enfield. Here we 
found our last flowering orchid 
_ for the day. The Emerald Green- 
hood  Prerostylis smaragdyna 
_ growing up through tussock grass. 


During the excursion we had inci- 
‘dental sightings of Scarlet Robin, 
Photo:Trim Greenhood White-eared Honeyeater and a vari- 


ety of fungi. 


We thank Emily for showing us a 
range of flowering winter orchids | 
and for explaining the features @ 
used to identify the many orchid 
leaves we saw. | 


Photo: Veined Helmet Orchid 


We now know well many places 
for a return visit during the spring 
season. 


John Gregurke 


Photo: Nodding Greenhood 
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Sun.7 Aug. Exc.: Eucalypts south of Ballarat 


Leader, John Gregurke. likely visit Sparrow Ground, Canadian 
Forest, Garibaldi Hall for lunch until 1pm (Hardies Hill Rd, 
Garibaldi) and Enfield State Forest. 


Excerpts from 3 July 2015 Meeting Minutes 


Attendance:Acting President Fran Hanrahan welcomed 21 members 
and two visitors. Four new members on the night: Tammie Cornford, 
Ray Cocciolone and Steve and Diane Sorrell, Apologies: Claire & 
Peter Dalman, John Mildren, Chris & Anna Baulch, Diane Sorrell, 
Andy Arnold, Mike Sorrell, Bill Murphy, Jacki Metcalf, Denis & 
Elizabeth Thurgood, Ambika Bone, Paul Norquay and Elspeth Swan. 


Correspondence: OUT: 


To Club Members: request for fungi photos taken by members on 
June’s field trip for website; link to a local Zoologist’s website to 
inspire members to share a story at July’s Club Meeting. 


Business Arising from Correspondence: 


Opportunity to have further input into performance targets for bush- 
fire fuel management by DELWP, taking the recommendations made 
by the IGEM into account. Emily and Peter N. will draft a letter. 


Opportunity to make a submission to the Parliamentary Enquiry into 
unconventional gas mining in Victoria until next Friday. John P. will 
be making a submission. 


Reports: 


Treasurer's Report: Opening balance $ 15,050.92 Income $ 100 
Expenses $ 53 Closing balance: $ 15,097.92 


Biodiversity Across the Borders Conference: 10 members of FNCB 
attended along with 600 others. Very interesting program of speakers 


on a wide range of topics, some highlights being Ian Lunt’s presenta- 
tion on communicating environmental imperatives to the general 
public in an engaging and compelling way; a fox tracking project in 
the Otways, the opportunity to see and hear the latest environmental 
research and results of studies, and the chance to catch up with/ meet 
others interested in biodiversity. 


La Gerche Trail Interpretative Signage Grant Project: The sign print- 
ing has been delayed (only briefly, we hope) by Parks Victoria and 


the sign-writer, but most of the interpretative signage and large plant 
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labels are ready for printing. John passed on his thanks to Club mem- 
bers who had continued to progress the project whilst he was over- 
seas. 


Corangamite Catchment Management Authority’s Victoria Volcanic 


Plain Research and Development Forum: John G reported on an in- 
teresting series of presentations including information about tracking 


climate change, and a Pimelea spinescens translocation project. 


Walking together across big mountain (You Yangs): John G. told of 


a fascinating walk across the You Yangs with Uncle Bryon Powell 
from the traditional owners of the area, the Wadawurrung, hearing 
dream-time stories and legends and seeing many aboriginal artefacts. 


General BusinessOn our June field trip to Wombat Forest, another 
family became members of our Club. A very warm welcome to our 
newest members: Ambika, Bernd and Indra. 


Nina Larm and Jenny Morris “like” the Club’s website. Tammie 
commented that the Club’s link between its Facebook page and web- 
site was very user-friendly and effective. 


Show & Tell 


Emily brought along the book “Where Song Began” by Tim Low, 
recommending it as a fascinating read about the origins of Australian 
birdsong and its interactions with the environment. 


Carol told us about her visit to the site in Germany where Archaeop- 
teryx fossils were first discovered, apparently providing an evolu- 
tionary link between reptiles and birds. 


Peter B brought along pictures of Cephalopods like octopuses and 
squid. 

John G described two uncommon sightings of 6 or 7 more Blue- 
winged Parrots near Tullaroop Ck, north Clunes. 


Ken H reported his first sighting of a White-plumed Honeyeater in 
his Wendouree garden. 


Steve S has been seeing lots of Pardalotes at Lake Esmond lately. 


Peter M observed an important shift in science at the Biodiversity 
Across the Borders conference, with several presentations focusing 
on how people understand science and how to encourage interest in 
and awareness of the environment in the broader public. 


Annette spotted Silvereyes and other small birds enjoying the apples 
on her apple tree in Ballarat. 
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CALENDAR 2015-16 


August 
Fri 7 ANN Get-together Hobart 2014 — Various club members 
Sun 7 Exe: Eucalypts south of Ballarat - John Gregurke, Club mem 


ber 


Tues 25 Committee meeting TBA 


September 
Fri 4 Koalas - Echidna Walkabout & Wildlife Tours, Janine Duffy 
Sat 5 Excursion: Basalt-Eganstown area - Paul Norquay & Elspeth 


Swan, Club Members 


Committee 
President Peter Dalman 
Vice —Pres Fran Hanrahan 
Secretary Emily Noble 
Treasurer Les Hanrahan 


Claire Dalman Val Hocking 
John Gregurke John Mildren 
Wayne McGuire 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email:Secretary:- Emily Noble 
Editor: Fran Hanrahan 


Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 
Club email: ballaratfnc@gmail.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr of Gillies . 
and Gregory Sts, on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 
Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training 
Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts. at 9.30 am, unless otherwise advised. 
A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
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